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Welcome

W elcome  to SK YW ARN  Rec ogn ition D ay (SR D) 20 02.  T his bo okle t was  com piled f or the  sole

purpose of guiding you along the quest for the SRD Certificate.  This information will help you

enjoy the e vent.

I’ve trie d to o rgan ize this  book let to s om e deg ree, h owe ver, I d idn’t w ant to  spen d a lot o f time

stressin g everyon e out (m e include d).  Remember, this is NOT a contest,   “This event is meant

to recog nize the co ntributions  that am ateur rad io operato rs ma ke to N W S warn ing opera tions...

and to strengthen the bonds between amateur radio operators and the NW S.”  So………… ……

DON’T  W ORRY, BE  HAPPY!  H ave fun and enjoy yourself!

SKYWA RN Recognition Day was developed in 1999 by the National Weather Service and the

Am erica n Ra dio R elay Le ague. It ce lebra tes th e con tributio ns that volu ntee r SKY W ARN  radio

operators make to the National Weather Service. During the day SKYWARN operators visit NWS

offices and contact other radio operators across the world.

Operating Procedures

SRD takes place this year on December 7, 2002, from 0000 to 2400 UTC.

As a lways , observe  good  oper ating  prac tices .  Also , rem em ber th is is no t an ama teur r adio

con test.  If  you m ake  contact w ith a SKYW ARN  oper ator w ho wants  to "ch ew th e fat"  abou t a big

storm last year, great!  Take some time, listen, and show your appreciation about his or her

efforts.

Am ateu r radio  oper ators  who  routin ely par ticipa te in SKYW ARN  or AR ES a ctivities will tra nsm it

from  appr oxim ately 100 N ational W eath er Se rvice  offices du ring S KYW ARN  Rec ogn ition D ay.

Environm ent Can ada is also  participating  this year. 

Try to contact as many NWS stations as you can. When you make a contact, exchange signal

report, Q TH, an d curren t weathe r.  For exa mple , "Your signal report is 59 from the NWS office

in Go odlan d, Kan sas.  Th e wea ther is su nny."

You ca n earn a  SKYW ARN  Reco gnition Da y certificate by w orking ju st one N W S station. 

However, you can also earn endorsements that are placed on the certificate by working various

NW S stations in various categories.

Every so o ften, you'll get a q uestion a bout SR D.  Here 's a good  respon se: 

"This is a special event for SKYWARN Recognition Day cosponsored by the ARRL and the

Nationa l Weathe r Service.  To  recogn ize the con tributions th at amate ur radio op erators

make to the NWS during critical weather, SKYWARN operators at over 100 National

Weat her Se rvice off ices are  on the  air toda y."

Here's  another  good an swer: 

"You can find  details about SK YWAR N Recog nition Day at  http://hamradio.noaa.gov  or in

the No vem ber ed ition of Q ST m agazin e - pag e 83."

If you get an y questions  about ev ent certifica tes, inform  them  the certifica te dime nsions a re 8 1/2

x 11.  Operators must send an SASE with a list of NWS stations they worked (or the endorsement

checklist).  Send the request via WX0GLD or to 920 Armory Road, Goodland, Kansas 67735.



Where To Operate?

You m ay have qu estions a bout wh ere to op erate on  the band s.  Ther e is no freq uency ba nd plan. 

Find a clear frequency (remember, "clear" is the key word) and begin operating. Many stations

place their band location on the DX Summit web site (http://oh2aq.kolumbus.com/dxs/) once

they've attained a frequency.  You may want to consider that.  However, hams will find your

station.

NW S stations will operate on the following meter bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, and 2 meters. Some

stations will also operate on 70 cm. See the station list for further details.  Repeater and Internet

Radio Linking Project (IRLP) contacts are allowed - in fact, they are encouraged.  NW S stations

will use different modes. Some stations will send CW, others will use PSK-31, still others will use

RTTY. All stations will have SSB or FM Phone capability.  When operating CW, PSK-31, or any

non-voice mode, append /NWS to your call sign.  For example, N0A/NWS.

Remember, 160 meters and the WARC bands are off limits during SRD.

There  are a nu mbe r of mo rning nets  on Satu rday.  Pleas e be co urteous  and give th e nets ro om to

operate .  If a net requ ests you to  mov e to anoth er frequ ency, please do so. Mos t nets  last only

30-60 minutes.

Special Pearl Harbor Day Instructions

If you happen to hear the Pearl Harbor stations on the air, try to give them some space to operate.

Since SRD occurs on Pearl Harbor Day this year, we're going to do something special. From

1800-1900 UTC (roughly, the time of the attack), we will not exchange local weather.  Instead,

exchange signal report, QT H, and the 1941 Pea rl Harbor weather.

Courtesy of the fine folks at Hickam  Field, we received the following hourly weather data for Pearl

Harbor during 1941:

• Mostly sunny

• Northeast wind at 15 mph

• Temperature 75 degrees

 

An exa mple  of the ex chang e would b e: "You r signa l report is  59 from  the NW S office  in

Goodland. The weather at Pearl Harbor in 1941 was mostly sunny with northeast winds at

15 mp h and  a temp erature  of 75 d egree s."   Please use this in the weather exchange between

1800 and 1900 UTC.  You'll probably get some questions about this.  Just explain that SRD

occurs on Pearl Harbor Day this year and we are recognizing the sacrifices of the men and

women at Pearl Harbor that day. Again, this only happens from 1800-1900 UTC.

To qualify for the Pearl Harbor Endorsement on the certif icate, hams must work any one NWS

office be tween 1 800 an d 1900  UTC  AND  the NW S office in H onolulu at a ny time du ring the eve nt.

Remember, use the 1941 Pearl Harbor Weather as part of the exchange from 1800-1900 UTC

during the  event.

Side note: The weather observations continued during and after the attack!  Sector visibilities

dropped to one mile due to "thick smoke".  The weather observer did his duty during the attack –

pretty impressive.

Proposed Special Event Scripts



The following scripts can be used during SRD.  You, of course, may develop you own.  It is not

necessary to read the scripts with every contact.  I'd recommend once every 15-30 minutes unless

you get a q uestion a bout the e vent.

After sending your signal report, QTH and W X exchange, one of the following can be used:

"This is a National Weather Service special event station celebrating the contributions of

amateur radio operators during times of severe weather. There are over 100 National

Weath er Service sta tions op erating this S aturday th rough  2400 UT C.  Ope rators are

enco urage d to co ntact a s man y NW S statio ns as p ossib le."

"To o btain a  specia l QSL  certificate , send a n SAS E in care  of WX 0GL D.  Inclu de a list o f all

the SKYW ARN R ecognition D ay stations you  worked.  You  may also requ est a certificate

from  the Na tional W eathe r Service ,  920 Arm ory Ro ad, Go odlan d, KS, 6 7735."

"This is a National Weather Service special event station celebrating SKYWARN

Recognition Day.  Further information about the event may be obtained on the internet at

http://hamradio.noaa.gov.  Information may also be found in the November edition of QST

mag azine - p age 83 .”

*****Pearl Harbo r Day Script  (On ly use between 1 800 and 1 900 UT C)*****

"To remember the sacrifices made by the men and wom en at Pearl Harbor in 1941,

SKYWARN  Recognition Day stations are transmitting the weather conditions that occurred

right before the attack.  The 1941 Pearl Harbor weather was mostly sunny.  The

temp erature  was 7 5 deg rees.  W inds w ere from  the no rtheas t at 15 m ph."

Certificate With Endorsements

The National Weather Service Special Event will award a certificate with endorsements (see

below ) to give am ateu r radio  oper ators  som ething to shoo t for. A n end orse me nt is basically a

sticker that is placed on the certificate if certain goals are reached.

To Obtain Your Certificate:

1. Use this Certificate Log or create a handwritten log of NW S stations worked and indicate the

endorsem ents you are applying for.

2. Enclos e a self-a ddress ed stam ped en velope (im portant)

3. Mail both items to the QSL certificate issuing official listed below:

SKYWA RN Recognition Day

920 Armory Road

Goodland, KS 67735

Please remember to enclose the self-addressed stamped envelope.

Endorsements and NWS Station List updated 12/02/2002:

• Blizzard End orsem ent (con tact at least 5  to qualify for en dorsem ent)



• Fire Weather Endorsement (contact at least 8)

• Flood Endorsement (contact at least 6)

• Great Lakes Mariner Endorsement (contact at least 4)

• Hurricane Endorsement (contact at least 6)

• Lake Effect Snow Endorsement (contact at least 3)

• Mighty Mississippi River Endorsement (contact at least 5)

• Monsoon Endorsement (contact at least 4)

• Nor'easter Endorsement (contact at least 4)

• Pacific Mariner Endorsement (contact at least 4)

• Tornado Endorsement (contact at least 10)

• Digital Endorsement (contact any NWS station using digital mode)

• Special Pearl Harbor Day Endorsement (Contact Honolulu, HI KH6SW anytime) PLUS

contact any NWS station between 1800 & 1900 UTC)

• WX  Call Endorsement (Contact at least 18 WX calls)

Miscellaneou s Stuff

The NW S is looking for some digital pictures about this year's SRD. The pictures should depict

some NW S employees interacting with SKYWARN  operators - e.g., working the radios, assisting

with a nten nas , that s ort of  thing .  If you g et some  photos, p lease em ail them to  Larry B oyd

(larry.boyd@noaa.gov).  Try to limit yourself to two or three photos.

The  statio n in T am pa w ill oper ate fr om  the T am pa Bay Ha mfest a t the M ana tee C oun ty Civic

Center.  Representatives from the NWS  office will attend the convention and help get the station

on the air. This is the third consecutive year the Tampa station has been able to join the Tampa

Hamfest.  SKYWARN  operators and representatives from the West Central Florida ARRL section

do a great job with this every year.


